RECENT ACTIVITIES OF

\_/THE CATRO REGIONAL CENTRE FOR INTERNATIONAL COMMERCIAL ARBITRATION

(AN AALCC CENTRE)

‘ BY o
% 'Wﬁama{ﬂﬁmz[ Eonetn

ACTING DIRECTOR OF . THE CENTRE

5

. e -

"

OCTOBER, 1987
Presented to the VIII International Conagress of Maritime Arbitrators
MADRID, SPAIN



I~ BACKGROUND

- The Cairo Regiocnal Centre for International Commercial
Arbitration was established and formally inaugrated on the 5th

S =1 Fébruary, 1980 by virtue of an agreement concluded through
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exchange of letters between the Government of the Arab Republic
- of Egypt and the Secretary General of the AALCC. The agreement
was renewed twice, for the first time on the 15th of March, 1984(1),

and lately by exchange of letters on the 30th of March, 1986(2),
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The objectives and functions of the Cairo Regional Centre
are:

l- Promoting international commercial arbitration in

the Region;

2- Co~ordinating and assisting‘the'activities of existing
arbitral institutionS'particularly among those within
the Region;
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-3~ Rendering assistance in the conduct of ad hoc arbitra-
tions particularly those held under the UNCITRAL Arbit-

ration Rules;

4~ Assisting in the enforcement of,arbitral.awards;
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1- The agreement was approved by the People's Assembly on March 20,
1984 It was ratified on March 24, 1984, and the Presidential
‘decree No. 104/1984 was issued in this regard.

2- The agreement was ratified on December 30 th ,1986.
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- 5- Providing for arbitration under the auspices of and

the Rules of the Centre;

6—- Renderxring of advice and assistance to parties who may

approach the Centre.

The Cairo Regional Centre for Arbitration is a non profit

making and an independent international institution. The agreement

< concluded between the AALCC and the Government of the Arab Republic

of Egypt provides that:

‘"The Centre will be an International Institution having its own

international status : "

----------

.~ =~ The Egyptian Government has assured that the Centre enjoys
the privileges and immunities of the independent international instit-

utionk? (1)

It should be mentioned that the headquarter's agreement for

~Cairo Centre was negociated lately with the Egyptian Govern~

..ment, .and it was agreed that the headquarter's agreement should be.

finalized as soon as poSsiblé. The agreemént was drafted on the
basis of principles included in the draft headquarter's agreement of

The AALCC approved by the Committee, and similar agreement between

the Egyptian Government, and other International Organizations... .. ... .

The draft agreement emphasize the international character of the

4
1- See letter No. 1043 dated May 6th, 1984 issued by the office of
the Prime Minister (Foreign Affairs Section}.




Centre, and organize privileges and immunities of the

Centre, and its 'staff; to facilitate functions of the —
Centre. The headquarter'sagreement is expected to be

officially signed sometime this year 1987,

The activities of the Centre in the light of its

functions may be broadly classed under four heads, namely,

Rt

1- Promotional activities;
Ca 2- Arbitration under the rules and auspices of the
Centre:

3~ Assistance in ad hoc arbitration and arbitrations
~ 7 under the auspices of other institutions:

4- Rendering of advice and assistance generally in- .
cluding matters related to enforcement of arbitral ~—~
awards. - '
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II - ACTIVITIES OF THE CENTRE

The Centre's contribution during the last two years con-
tinue to be substantial. It covered almost all of its four wide

and comprehensive objectives.

In the field of providing arbitration under the auspices. of
the Centre, this period continue to be a good one for the
Centre. Sevefal cases were registered before the Centre. Hundreds
of contracts included the arbitration clause of the Centre. It
should be mentioned, in that sence, that several cases were settl-
ed before starting arbitration'through conciliation procedures.

This attitude was deeply appreciated by all parties.concerned.
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The second point that should be delt with is rendiring
assistance in ad Egé and iﬁstitutionai arbitrations. The Centre
.provided its facilities,.and made its premises available
as a venue for several arbitral cases that took place iﬁ

Cairo during 1986 - 1987. The month of Decembexr 1986 was a

busy -one. - Arbitration in two ICC cases took place in the Centfe;"”'é

Adeguate advice was_also'given to those who approached the

‘Centre in several cases of commercial or investment disputes.:
It has been‘apparent'that one 0f the goals of the Centre is to
promote and help the attraction of foreign invesfments in the

area.-




It should be mentioned here also that the Centre

was approached by the Egyptian Government for assistance
'?“ft ;in pieparing a‘draft about thengyptian Law for.Inter—
| lﬁatiOnal Commercial Arbitration; A Commitliee was set
é ; ' up in the Centre présided berrofeSSdr Dr. Shafik Mohsen and
prepared the reqdested-draft on the basis.of the Model
Law prepared by the UNCITRAL. The draft was submitted
fo the Ministﬁy’of“JustiCef and it.ié expeCted to be referred

to the People's Assembly next month.
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The Centre's-advice was appreciated by representa-
, tives of several countries from within our area, as well

as, from outside- the area._"
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Tn the field of coordinating and assisting the

A

activities of existing arbitral institutions in the Fegion,
The Centre continue to persue its policy to contac;.several
arbitral institutions. And as was mentioned in my report
last year, cooperation agreements were reached with gseveral
... arbitral institufions. The Centré; sb far, concluded several

agréements with the following institotions:
o 1- The world bank;
2- The American Arbitration Association (AAR);
3- The Morrocan Maritime-Chamber_of Commerce;
4- The Spanish Arbitration Institution (IMARCO);

5- The Jordanian Arbitration Centre;
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6~ The Australiah CenEre-fbr-Interhational Commetrcial
Arbitration {ACICA). '

The Centre is. alse building close contacts with other

jinstitutions, as weli¢asf-Chaﬁbers-ofjcommerce, in the area
for more cooparation and understanding of the Centre's role in
settling disputes that may arise, and in assisting in the enforce-

ment of arbitral awards,




In the field of promoting‘international arbitration
coeu st 4n the region, which is the first objective of the Centre,

the yearsl986-y087 were <Good. They  Witnessed the

—distribution of thousands of the Centre's publications to all

concerned institutions in Arabic, in English, and also in

- French.

The Centre was represented in several 1nternat10nal

£ conferences, and semlnars, naturaly the Centre was adequatly

promoted durlng these 1nternat10nal~meet1ngs.' The most

important ones are:

1- The Intefnétional Cohferénce on Law and Business
Cairo, Egypt, 17th.&.18th March, 1986,

2- The 8th Interﬁational Congress of The International
‘Counc1l for Commerc1a1 Arbltratlon (ICCA), New York
6th to 9th May, 1986, '

3~ The International Eederation.of Commefciél.Arbitraé-f;” '
‘tion Tnstitutions, New”gbrk, 10th Mey\lgaé.

4= The ninteenth session of the'Uhited7&etions Com-

mission on InternationaleTrade Law-(UNCITRAL),

that took place in New York from 23 June to July llth

P 71986;‘__Represeh%a&ion;of the Centre, during the
meeting, took place as part of the AALCC delegation.

5- The 26th Conference of InterhatiOnal“Lew ASsociation,

Seoul,mKOrea, 24th.ef30th‘August'19861

‘ 6— Seminar, Resolvxng Euro—Arab Commerc1al Disputes,
?h(ffﬁfi” ' Dubai, U.A.E., 18th & 19th October, 1986.
T 7 = The‘- -IGCA' meeting in Bolp_gna, Italy on May 1987

=7 8 - The {ncITRAL meeting in Vienna in August, ,1'.9.87'.



The Centre manage to arrange for some lawyers from
the area to attend different meetings, fOr furthervpromotion-
of arbltratlon as means_of.settllng dlsputes.‘One of these

meetingswas a semlnar 1n Rome, Italy for a perlod of two

.weeks, about Commer01al Flnanolng for Development.‘_

The Semlnar was. organlsed by The Internatlonal Development

Law Instltute 1n Rome (IDLI)

. Also I snould tell you about our plans to have our
v d
thlrd Semlnar. I The Centre 1s seriously cons1der1ng arranglng
1ts thlrd Semlnar on. "Internatlonal Commerc1al Arbltratlon 1n

the Arab World" on dmzlaw:weacofﬁmrch,1988hps, ' The Centre -

-wlll ‘naturaly’ take care of all necessary arrangements,nevertheless

we need your ble531ngs and cooperatlon for 1ts success. Inv;tatlons'

.would be~extended to you in faw weeks. By the tlme of thle Sem1nar=

I hope that our first Year Book would be ready for dlstrlbutlon.'"

"Last, but not the least, an lnternatlonal program for-

”tralnlng arbltrators is being studied in the Centre, The Instltute‘mi‘
TOf London{ the ICC Institute, the IDLI and the AAA, are belng

approached for thelr ‘cooperation to assure its success and effect1ve1

'ness..'We have recelved encouraglng angwers 1n thlS regard




