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I would like to start my statement by acknowledging that the Second Ministerial Conlerence
acquires special importance, not only because it coincides with the S0th Anniversary of the mllll;ilzlltiral
trading system (MTS), but because it is a good opportunity for the assessment of the implementation
of the Apreements under the World Trade Organization (WT0O) since its eniry into force in January 1995.

2 (his context, we strongly belicve that the full implementation of these Agreements s 2 necessity
(o ensure the credibility and the effectiveness of the nmltilateral tracing system, as well as guarantecing
the integration of the developing countrics in this system and avoiding their marginalization.

Sy ‘ ,
When we negotiated the Uruguay Round Agreements, signed in Marrakesh in (994, it was
our conviction that the full and faithful implementation of those Agreements is the only guarantee for
maintaining and further enhancing confidence in the multilateral trading system; this fact wds again
emphasized in the Singapore Confcrence in 1996 which stressed the high priotity of the éffective
itnplementation Qf the WTOQ Agreements in a mavner consistent with the goal of trade liberalization.

" After almost three and a half years of implémentation, the question which imposes itself 1s:
"Does the implementation process satisfactorily meet our expectations?”  Unfortunately the answer
is sull diffienlt 1o be yes for many reasons:

- The abuse and unjustifiable recourse o anti-duinping measures by certain donntrics
which negatively affect our exports;
' 1
- (he remarkable wse of technical regulations and standards as well as sanitary and
phytosanitary measutes in such a manner that constilutes barriers hinderingithe flow
‘of our exports; i

.- ~the process of integratjon as provided for in the Agrecment on Textiles and Clothing
_ praved to be moadest in terms of its effect 10 the liberalization of this sector and
. increasing the exports of articles of interest to us. This is in addition to the increasing
tendency to the use of safeguards and anti-dwinping measures against the exports of
. these items. It is worth noting also that the changing of the rules of origin and
modifications in customs procedures as well as administrative practices have also

disrupted access under this Agreeient; :

B

- the non-application of the provisions of the "Marrakesh Decision on Measures
Concerning the Possible Negative Effects of the Reform Programrme on [east Developed
and Net-Food Importing Developing Countri¢s”, and the absence of sufficientmeasures

- pursued by developed countries, Food Aid Convention and donors, have contributed:
(0 further increase the burden of the negative effects of this programune represented.
in higher import bills of basic foodswfls for those countries; f
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tion of the special and differential provisions in: favoor of
- "developlng countrles ag provided Iu the WTO Agreements. ‘

- . the modest implementa

i :
Inthis context, we would like to request that a separate partof the WTO annual report be devoted
1o follow up the ptatus of the process of implementation in all arcas under WTO with a view to assessing

¢ the difficulties and propose the recommendations for remedics.

, Allow e now to touch upon some othér impontant areas of interest to us, we look upon
transitional periods and the enhancernent of technical and financial assistance not only as vital and
important elemenis to enable oprimum implementation of the obligations under various WTO Agreements,
but also to ensure the balance between the rights‘and obligations nnder. those Agreements.

The review of the WTO Agrecments must take into consideration the special and differential
treatment in favour of developing countries as well as technology transfer as a vital clement for
development.

As regards the issue of trade and environment, we believe that its importance dictajes further
in-depth examination and analysis with a view of achieving objective of sustainable development, as
called for in Agenda 21, We note the work done nuder the WTO Commitiee on Trade and Environment
and the need of balance in addressing all issues under its work programune in particular the market
access cluster issues which should be the core and the focal point of its deliberations.

1t is not deniable that eco-labelling programmes and schemes can help in achicving Consuner
protection. However, we believe that they could adversely affeet the exports of countries not in a
position to meet the requirements of these programmes. 1t is our fion belief that international cooperation
is the best solution to face environmental problems, and unilateral actions, extraterritorial measures,
and trade sanctions will not help in solving envirorunental problems, rather it will ereate tensions and
trade conflicts. Positive measures such as technical and financial assistance as well as transfer of sound
technologies arg crucial vehicles which could help us inadapling ourselves to pursue the environmental
requirements and achieve their objectives. :

As far as trade in services in concerncd, Egyptis actively participating io the ongoing work
in all areas under discussion in the WTO, Egypt submnitted irs ituproved offer in financial services,
and is following with satisfaction the work under way in the area of professional services, the
accomplishment of guidelines for mutual recoghition agreements, and fhe expected :u_’,rc:cmcm on
disciplines. At the same time, we hope that 1h|\_: negotiations on the emergency safeguards can
successfully be completed in'its time-frame in view of the importance of this mechanisim as a safety
valve. We would also like to affirm that one of the most important sectors of our interest is the
movcnfcnl of narural persons, an area in which we haye comparative advantage. Meanwhile, we do
not benefit from the comumitnent made by developed countries under this sector due 1o their linkage
with cornmercial presence or the unaffordable couditions accompanying those commitments. Therefore
this area needs a constructjve response on the part of developed countries in furure ncg()t:ia(i()ns to
compensate the missed l?almlcc in the General Agreement on Trade in Services. :

As regards the future work in the WT0Q, we believe that our concentration should be on the
issues under the built-in agenda (BIA) covering a number of agreements. The educative and exploratory
process should continue in WTO, UNCTAD and relevant fora regarding subjects embodied in the
Singapore Declaration in the arcas of trade and investment, competition, transparency in government
 procurement and trade facilitation without prejudging whethernegotiations will be initiated in the future.

it \

‘ - Due (0 the fact that the vast majority of developing countries have export interest limited to
certain sectors, we advocate that any upcoming trade pegotiations take the form of sectoral ones. At

D
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the same time, we believe that the next Ministerial Copference should take place in the yrrznr 2000,
taking into consideration the Hmitation of human .li\d (fnancial resonrces of the developmg conntiies
and in order to pmvidu enough tune for the LOJllp|Cl& upplementation of the present Agreeu ntm and
to fulfil the ob!lgauons under the built-in agenda. :

Concerning the new work programme umuktcd (0 WTO in Singapore, and with rega nl 1o trade
andinvestnent, the cducanona[ work inthe WTO shduld emphasize interests and concerns ofdg veloping
countries as recipjent puues to the foreign direct m{’cstmem which is essential ro supplement; ‘domestic
savings in order jo strengthen the production b:m,s and export capacities and help their 1meg,rauon

in the world economy.

'

| ' i |
Aq regards trade a!‘d competition policy, it 15 our firm belief that fair cornpetition and prevennon

of anti-competitive practices is a precondition h)rrrlu_ multiJateral trading system, and []11! national
laws on compelition are necessary at the national lcvq whiclt should be complemented by (he inernatiomal
cooperation (o eurb monopolistic practices at the msunanon al level. The WTO working grotip should
analyse the impact of anti-competitive practices on growth and economic development. Wc believe
that the United Nations Set on Multilaterally Agrcul Principles and Rules for the Control of lemtw 1
Business Practices Is a good basis for shaping dllyi disciplines in this respect. .
' i
: With regard to trade facilitation. We Mkﬁowlcdu the importance of the sunpllmauon and
coordination of trade procedures as a vital clcnwm to reduce cost and time of trade transactions, we
\:,tmngly believe that exploratory and analytical wprk should continue to determine the added value
“that the WTO can presentin this concern, making use of the work by other fora in particular UN( TAD,
in addition to the recommendations of the UN S)mpossum on Trade Efficiency. We believe that
completing the unfinished work in some of the WIO Agreements could enhance the 1chsevement of
the ochcuvcs of trade facilitation,

In this context we recognize electronic CO[I')IIICI(,L as an undeniable phenomenon wlnch needs
further in-depth study and analysis to determine its dlc‘[‘muon scope, implications, benefits, legal aspects,
as well as the relationship between electronic comunerce and the provisions of the Ap:ecmgntq under
WTO, taking inw consideration the developmentalidimensions and limitations of capabilities of Egypt
as a developing country to clfective participation m this ficld.

Egypt welcomes the convening of the Ii;{iph Level Meeting on Inteprated Initigtions for

[cast-Developed Countries in Qctober 1997, and cphasizes the mportance of the continuous follow-up

“of the pledges made by certain Members to mccith(‘.mgcnl needs of LDCs. Inthis regard, we commend

the offers presented by some developing countries including Egypt taking into consideration [hL limited

ambxlztu s of these countries. We also call for de vclnpcd countries to make meaningful u)mmnnu ns
to L. D(.s covering them all.” i !
| .

Before concluding, there are two 1mpmmh[ issues which should be highlighted dUL to their
close relationship with the structure and future of the multilateral trading system. The first is the
increasing tendency towards the regional trade arrahguncms we acknowledge the unpmmucr: of those
arrangements as long as they arc compatible with the multilateral trading system and enhancc the flow
of international trade, However, we believe that this process should take into consulcmnon that

. . . . . I
regionalism is not an aliernative to the muItllatcral system.

The second is concerning the accession prht_ms to the WTO and uts importance fm ac hieving
the universality of MTS through facilitating this process and ensuring the speady, smooth, and transparent
~procedures avoiding discrimination against new applicants in terms of imposing additional dhh&anonx

to which existing Mermbers are not committed.
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Althe game time, we would like to reaf (i o clear poritiontegarding any new conditionality
or protectionist {nltiative such as labour standards, rejecting any linkage between trade and these
standards, this isyue is under the mandate of the 1LO.

Let me conclude by confirming that as long as phere is good faith and political will to serve
"MTS" in order r'p achieve its objectives, this system will allow all participants to gain its fruits and
bencfits as an cquitable mechanism based on openness and transparency. -
G - *
Finally, 1 would like to extend our thanks and uppreciation to the Swiss Government for its
hospitality and the well-organized work which helped to the successfulness of such nportant events.
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Joint Statement Circulated by Ministers of Trade

As Ministers responsible for inrernational trade macters in African countries, recalling our
meeting in Harare, Zimbabwe from 8 (o 9 April :19‘)8, we jointly make the following statement on .
the occasion ol the 2nd Ministerial Conference of the World Trade Organization (WTO)::

{.*  We reaffirm the importance of the multilateral trading system, now instiutionalized by the
WTO, as a necessary framework for the beneficial conduct of international trade relations. Noting
that the 2nd Ministerial Conference of the WTO takes place on the occasion of the 50th Ariniversary
of the multilateral trading system, we recall the noble objectives of the system of achicvi'ng higher
living standards, and growth in production and irade in Member conntries, according to their needs
and different levels of economic development.

2. While acknowledging the system’s contribution over the past 50 years to economic growth,
we reaffirm the inportance of a non-discriminatory, open, fair and equitable mu!{ilatcr:al trading
system (MTS). We recognize that the MTS presents many oppornnities and challenges to developing
countrics. Iowever, the declining share of African countries in international trade is ajpatter of
prave concern. We also note with conczm the continuing incquities in the distribution of benefits of
{he MTS among countries and regions. Consequently, we should reassess the pcribl'liuu:u,:t? of the
system and our experiences in the last 50 years.

3. Jn particular, we bring o the 2nd Session of the WTO Ministetial Conference onr heightenced
concern at the fact that our confinent continues to be bypassed with regard to the benefits of the
remarkable growth and greater global economic integration of recent years, and hence continnes o
cxpc:im?éc 1[p1rgitmalizalior1 from the global economy. ‘

4. “In addition to our own domestic efforts at effecting growth-oriented €CONOITLC ch:anges and
pursuing meaningful integration into the global cconomy, we call for further integrated multilateral
initiatives aimed at arresting the marginalization of our continent and at ensuring that oug countries
share equirably in the benefits of the system.

5. In this connection, we welcome the integrated initiative for least-developed countries adopted
at last October’s High Level Meeting (HLM) held pursuant to the decision taken at the WTO's First
Ministerial Conference in Singapore in 1996, We call for the effective implementadion of the results
of the HLM. ‘ :



o Wc comynend the steps by several W IO Members, including the more advanced developing,
'(unmncq I announcing autonomons manLr aceess offers 1o least drvrlnpm[ countries In the
frame wmk 0( the LM on Inteprated unu.ulvm for least-developed connties' rade development.,

1L 'Howcvcr the market access ofﬁ:rs that were made during the HLM were autonomous and
non-contractual. Moreover, these offcrs require evaluation to determine the net effect on LDCs,

lndlwdua]ly and collectively.

8. We draw attention to the all but forgotten proposal of the Director-General of the WTO for
duty-free treatment of products originating from LDCs. We urge the full implementation of this
~ proposal.’ In this context, we welcome the report of the Director-General on the oltcome of the HLM

~and follow-up to the integrated initiative.

9, Recalling that 33 out of the 48 least developed countrics are in Africa, we amach prear
importance [0 appropriate follow-up to the TINC TAD, WTO and I'TC integrared initlative, including
the pmvmon of adequate budgetary and exira-budgetary financial resources for this purpose.

10. We funhcr call for the follo'wing:'

. f ¢ | . . ’ w
- The extension of the results of the LM and the Inteprated Initidtive to all African
countrics; '

- the provision of focusexd technical assistance to help African countries overcome their
difficulties in implementing their obligations and exercising their rights in terms af
the WTO Agreement;

- increased market access in arcas of specific export interest to African countries; and

- measures (o deal decisively with country-specific sivations including - small and
remote island economies, land-locked economies, low-income indebted countries and
subregional constraints to supply response to improved market access.

1. We reaffirm our comumitment o the achievement of the universality of the MTS as soon as
possible, The rapid accession of countrics secking to become WTO members through a transparent
process, will contribute to the achieveruent to this goal. The terms of accession of these countries
should be in accordance with WTO rules, jn particular the provisions related to special and

differcntial treament to developivg countries in the MTS.

E‘, While we reaffirm our commitment {o the multilateral lmding systemi, we reassert the
{mportant role played by regional trading arrangements, particularly in our continent, in increasing
Jour trade and hcnu: promoting our mtegrauon into the global economy and multilateral trading

system. .
13. In this connection, we recall that thc rules and disciplines of the multilateral trading system
concamed vital provisions in respect of regional trade arrangements among developing countries, We
underscore the importance we continue to attach to these provisions which will remain necessary in
enabling greater and benelicial integration of our countries in the global economy and multilateral

trading system.

4 We stress that full and cffective, s:np[umntatmn of the multilateral trade agreements and
i nun]s(crlal dccxslom under the WTO is rnnml to realizing the objectives:of the muliilateral rrading

system. | l.



15. Whilst remaining comunitted to implementing our multilateral trade obligations, we undusgorc
the difficulties we face in effecting the adjustments to our economics and policies required hy these
obligations,  In pardeular, the Instwtions and hmman yesources for trade .u,lnnm.lmnon‘ in our
countries have been severely stretched by the demands of implementing our obligations and exercising
our rights in the muili]axcral trading system. '

16. We are pm{'cu]ar]y concerned that the implementation of many of the vital provifsions in
favour of developing and lcast-developed countries in the various Agreements and Mihisterial
Decisions emnbodied in the«Final Act of the Uruguay Round - such as the Decision on Measures
concerning the Possible Negative Effects of the’ Reform Programme on Least-Developed and
Net-Food Importing: Developing Countries are either slow or remain to be effected. 5

7. We are equaﬂy concerned at the abuse of trade measures in such areas as anti- dumpmg,

tcchnical barriers, sam[ary and phytosanitary measures, and the environment, '
|

18. While commcnding the commimment to expanding and strengthening the multilateral trading
system by those of our countries that participated in the negotiations on basic telecommunicatjons and
financial services in the framework of the General Agreement on Trade in Services, we also note with
concern that our countries are yet to realize the benefits from the liberalization of trade in services,

9.  We ate further concerned about the we aakness of Africa’s participation in they WTO's
' polu,y making processcs and at the inadequacy of its representation in the WTO's manpgement

; | strucrures.:, t ' .
. b X i

20.  We are further concerned that our continental organization, the Organization nf:Aﬁic;m
Unity/African Economic Community (OAU/ARC), has pot been granted observer status in WTO
bodies as yet. In view of the economic mandate of our Organization and its key role in ac‘!vocac:),
technical backstopping, facilitating information sharing among African countries not represented in
. Geneva, and in coordinating our responses to trade policy matters, we call on the Ministerial
L Confuc.ncc to ta.kc a specdy decision to resolve this matter. ~
21. As the WTO maps our future activitles, it is imperative that completing (he unpiuneniduon

of commiunents under the Uniguay Round Final Act, particularly those pravisions in fnvour of our
countries and other developing and least-developed countries be the centeal priority of our work
22" In this connection, an importan( part of the preparatory process for future activities ch shall
launch during the 2nd Ministerial Conference should be the undertaking of a comprehensive review
of implementation,” with a view o making recommendations at the next session of the C onancc on
how the gains anticipated by the Uruguay Round Agreements, especially in favour of our coumnes
can be rc:flhu,d ' ; \

' '

/
23, We continue to attach great importance lo the objective of sustained economic grow:h and

- sustainable development which must cut across.all the WTO Agreements and rules. ' In this

© connection, we note the deepening of work in the WTO Comunittee on Trade and Emrlronmcnt and

- support the expeditious fulfilment of the Committee's mandate. However, we remain opposcd to all
forms of protectionism under the guise of environmental protection. ‘

24. We recognize that the rapid pace of global economic integration intensifies the need lio ensure
that the multilateral trading system evolves in a coherent framework which more effectively reflects
~the interdependence between international trade, money and finance, while responding to the

" imperadve of reversing mnrgumllmnon and achieving economic development in our countries. In this
regard, we attach a great importance (o the regional economic integration process.



5 . i shortcomings m the global economy. :
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25 We note that we meet at a time when fhe economics of a number of WTO Members are

. i g . Vi . ) . G .
cexperiencing difficultics due 1o volatilitles in figmucfal and capital warkets. . This development, in
“addition to the persisicnce of the forcign debt problem and instabilitics in commaodity markets which

. i . | . ! '
continue o hamper ‘stable and sustained growth In our economies, underscores thé continyed

: ;26.  This upderscores the imperative 1o givé impetus to the implementation of thc,‘EMarrakcsh
~Declaration on' the Contribution of the WTO 10! Achieving Greater Coherence in Global Economic:

. "Policymaking.: i - ' :

PR T i
L B,
;

727.7, " Thé'problem of continued roarginalization and the need for full and effective integration of

‘ 2 * 13 - . ] H . £ | - .
~ our cconomies in the multilateral trading system, 'makes it imperative that the development dimension -
~.and the principle of special and differential treatment of developing countries continue ro be upheld

‘in future negotiations and reviews, both as mandated in existing WTO Agreements, and ag may be
required 10 enhance the development prospects of developing countrics. ;
28. - As the plobal and multilateral trading system enters the 21st century, the test of; its success
will be its ability to meaningfully integrate our countrics in a manner responsive to the valnerabilities
of our cconomies and our development needs. '
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