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“This first panel ruling is seen as an important test of the
WTO’s ability to enforce international trade rules. Under its
strengthened procedures for dispute settlement, countries can no
longer block rulings against them or resist implementation as
they could in the General Agreement on Tariff and Trade
(GATT), the WTO’s predecessor.”
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“No direct connection was found between less favorable
treatment of imported gasoline and U.S. goal of improving air
quality. Thus, the panel concluded that the baseline
establishment methods at issue were not primarily aimed at the
conservation of natural resources.”
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“The gasoline dispute is seen in trade circles as the first test of a
radical adjudication procedure installed as part of the WTO.
which began Jan. 1, 1995. The new procedure enforce rapid
resolution to trade disputes and the process can only be stopped
by a consensus of WTO members, or if the disputing nations
settle their differences” .
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